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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1-33 were pending. 
Claim 12 is canceled without prejudice. 
5 No claims are added. 

Claims 1-11, 13, 16-18, 22, and 24-26 are amended. 
Accordingly, claims 1-11 , and 13-33 are pending. 
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1. (Currently amended) A method comprising: 

receiving a request from a client device, the request comprising a 
hierarchical identifier; 

cauc i nq a kome l fflodG - pfo s oss 4 n o server d o vi cQ to-<3ompaF e- comparing 
5 a -the hierarchical identifier aooooiatod with a olicnt dovioe generated roquoot 
with at least a portion of a configuration file to identify a most appl i cablca n 
appropriate user-mode process for handling the reques t within th e s e rv e r 
device ; and 

causing th e kern e l - mod e proc e ss to prov i d e providinQ the request to the 
1 0 identified most applicabl e appropriate user-mode process. 

2. (Currently amended) The method as recited in Claim 1, further 
comprising; 

caus i ng a us e r - mod e adm i nistrativ e proc e ss to g e n e rate g enerating t he 
1 5 configuration file via a user-mode administrative process . 
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3. (Currently amended) The method as recited in Claim 2, wherein cau s ing 
the us e r - mod e administrat i v e proc e s s- to qonorato qeneratinq the configuration 
file , furth e r i nc l ud es comprises : 

Lft \ w fVl\Jll ILJ C3 — rriuCI rutlUl i Jturu uuiluUiw it/r uUUwuu Uy LI lu Uuwl lliUuu 

more logical associations between at least one candidate hierarchical identifier 
and at least one candidate user-mode proces s; and 

maintaining the one or more logical associations in a configuration store . 

10 4. (Currently amended) The method as recited in Claim 3, further 
comprising: 

maintaining w h e r ei n th e configuration s tor e furth e r inc l ud e s one or more 
logical rules suitable for use by tho korn el- modo procoso in identifying the most 
appl i cab le appropriate user-mode process for handling the reques t with i n th e 
15 s e rv e r d e v i c e. 



5. (Currently amended) The method as recited in Claim 1, wherein eau&ing 
th o k o r no l modo proce s s to provid e providing the request to the identified most 
app li eab l e appropriate user-mode process further i noludos comprises : 
20 providing the request via a non-shared interface associated with b etween 

tho korn e l - mode process and t he identified most appl i cab le appropriate user- 
mode process. 
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6. (Currently amended) The method as recited in Claim 1 , wherein causing 
the kernel-mode process to provide the client device generated request to the 
identified most applicable user-mode process further includes: 

selectively queuing the client device generated request prior to providing 
5 the client device generated request to the identified most applicable user-mode 
process. 

The method as recited in Claim 1, wherein the 
sreguest comprises a uniform resource locator 

8. (Currently amended) The method as recited in Claim 1, wherein the 
most ■ ■ appl i oab l o appropriate user-mode process includes a user-mode web 
server process. 

15 

9. (Currently amended) The method as recited in Claim 1 , wherein the 
most app li cabl e appropriate user-mode process inc t ude s -comprises at least one 
user-mode worker process. 



7. (Currently amended) 

rirw ■ ui ur 

10 (URL). 
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10. (Currently amended) The method as recited in Claim 1, further 
comprising: 

receiving the client dovioo generated request using a kernel-mode 
communication protocol process; and 
5 providing the request to the-a^kernel-mode process. 

11. (Currently amended) The method as recited in Claim 10, wherein the 
kernel-mode communication protocol process mokjdes -comprises a kernel- 
mode TCP/IP process. 

10 

12. (Cancelled) 

13. (Currently amended) A computer-readable medium having computer- 
executable instructions for performing steps comprising: 

15 causing a kernel-mode process in a server device to compare a 

hierarchical identifier associated with a client device generated request with at 
least a portion of a configuration file to identify a most applicable user-mode 
process for handling the client device generated request within the server 
device; and 

20 causing the kernel-mode process to provide the client device generated 

request to the identified most applicable user-mode process. 
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14. (Original) The computer-readable medium as recited in Claim 13, having 
further computer-executable instructions for performing steps comprising: 

causing a user-mode administrative process to generate the 
configuration file. 

5 

15. (Original) The computer-readable medium as recited in Claim 14, 
wherein causing the user-mode administrative process to generate the 
configuration file, further includes: 

providing a configuration store suitable for access by the user-mode 
10 administrative process, wherein the configuration store defines one or more 
logical associations between at least one candidate hierarchical identifier and at 
least one candidate user-mode process. 

16. (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium as recited in 
15 Claim 15, wherein the configuration store further includes one or more logical 

rules suitable for use by the kernel-mode process in identifying the most 
applicable user-mode process for handling the client device generated request 
within the server device. 
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17. (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium as recited in 
Claim 13, wherein causing the kernel-mode process to provide the client device 
generated request to the identified most applicable user-mode process further 
includes: 

5 providing a non-shared interface between the kernel-mode process and 

the identified most applicable user-mode proces s, such that the client device 
generated request can be provided to the identified most applicable user-mode 
process via the non-shared interface . 

10 18. (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium as recrted in 
Claim 13 ? wherein causing the kernel-mode process to provide the client device 
generated request to the identified most applicable user-mode process further 
includes: 

selectively queuing the client device generated request prior to providing 
1 5 the request to the identified most applicable user-mode process. 

19. (Original) The computer-readable medium as recited in Cfaim 13, 
wherein the hierarchical identifier includes a uniform resource locator (URL). 

20 20. (Original) The computer-readable medium as recited in Claim 13, 
wherein the most applicable user-mode process includes a user-mode web 
server process. 
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21. (Original) The computer-readable medium as recited in Claim 13, 
wherein the most applicable user-mode process includes at least one user- 
mode worker process. 

5 22. (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium as recited in 
Claim 13, having further computer-executable instructions for performing steps 
comprising: 

receiving the client device generated request using a kernel-mode 
communication protocol process; and 
10 providing the client device generated request to the kernel-mode 

process. 

23, (Original) The computer-readable medium as recited in Claim 22, 
wherein the kernel-mode communication protocol process includes a kernel* 

1 5 mode TCP/IP process. 

24. (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium as recited in 
Claim 13, having further computer-executable instructions for performing steps 
comprising: 

20 causing the identified most applicable user-mode process to handle the 

client device generated request. 
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25. (Currently amended) An apparatus comprising kernel-mode web server 
logic configured to receive a remotely generated request having a hierarchical 
identifier suitable for handling by a user-mode process, and selectively identify 
a most applicable user-mode process for handling the remotely generated 
5 request. 

26* (Currently amended) The apparatus as recited in Claim 25, wherein the 
kernel mode web server logic includes a universal listener (UL) process 
operatively coupled to a kernel-mode TCP/IP process. 

10 

27. (Original) The apparatus as recited in Claim 26, wherein the universal 
listener (UL) process is further configured to operatively access a configuration 
file. 

15 28. (Original) The apparatus as recited in Claim 27, wherein the 
configuration file specifies one or more logical associations between at least 
one hierarchical identifier and at least one user-mode process. 

29. (Original) The apparatus as recited in Claim 25, wherein the hierarchical 
20 identifier includes a uniform resource locator (URL). 
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30. (Original) The apparatus as recited in Claim 27, further comprising user- 
mode administrative logic operatively coupled to the kernel-mode web server 
logic and configured to selectively alter the configuration file. 

5 31. (Original) The apparatus as recited in Claim 30, further comprising a 
configuration store operatively accessible by the user-mode administrative 
logic. 

32. (Original) The apparatus as recited in Claim 25, further comprising user- 
1 0 mode worker logic operatively coupled to the kernel-mode web server logic and 

configured to provide the user-mode process. 

33. (Original) The apparatus as recited in Claim 25, wherein the kernel- 
mode web server logic is operatively configured in a server device. 

15 
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